March 24, 2015

It is "deeply regrettable" that Max's Open Letter attempts  to reduce our argument to being an ideology when in fact the university cuts themselves are ideologically driven. Instead we have carried out "rigorous research" and used "critical analysis" to show an imbalanced system. As Pablo Iglesias, a political science prof. in Spain and leader of the Podemos party has recently stated he may come from the left but current society should no longer be understood in terms of right and left but instead in terms of those who are above and those who are below. In keeping with that manner of thinking, we should use the current Canadian Prime Minister who is one of the most conservative leaders we have ever had, as an example (which would further defeat Max's argument) as leading through example and "those who are above and those who are below "when he reduced M.P.'s and his own future pension. We are not stuck in an old world of ideologies but instead a new millennial of critical analysis.
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On a secondary matter, has any one suggested to the Toronto strikers that a % of the student's tuition should be returned since they are not getting what they paid for. If this became policy with any university experiencing a strike it would put economic (not ideological) pressure on the university to settle since the way it stands at the moment they remain intact economically unlike striking bus drivers who impact on the finances of the whole system.

It would also boost support from students.

See you at the meeting on Thursday,
Nelson Joannette

